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50% of Population are Women in Bangladesh



62% Young Women NOT in Employment, Education

Source: BBS 2022



Brief on CWE

The Catalyzing Women’s Entrepreneurship programme aims to 

advance women entrepreneurship and market participation in 

the Asia-Pacific region, resulting in poverty reduction, improved 

livelihoods and economic growth.

CWE initiative fostered towards creating a “Gender Responsive 

Entrepreneurial Ecosystem" and supported enhancing women 

entrepreneurs' access to capital through innovative financing 

mechanisms, and increase women entrepreneurs' use of ICT 

through relevant training and tools
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Curriculum and Content 

CWE Program Covered SMART Skills (Digital & Business)

Digital Skills Basic Business Skills

Use of Spreadsheet, Word etc. Business Planning – BPC

Graphic Design Management and Operation

Video Making SWOT Analysis

Social Media Management Negotiation

Special Skills like QR Code etc. Compliances



Hands on ICT Training 



Bundling with WIFI –At a Glance

• Program design and course design (Phase 1) : UNESCAP/APCICT

• Launched in Bangladesh in 2017

• Supported by: Bangladesh Computer Council (BCC), ICT Division

• Facilitated by: Bangladesh Institute of ICT in Development (BIID)

• Methodology: Phase 1 – in Person, Phase 2 –Virtually (Online) + In Person

• Course Duration: 12 Online Class, 2 Hours per Class 

• Total No. of Trainee (Till April 2024): 5000+



Going Virtual – 7 Reasons & Benefits

1. COVID 19 pandemic 

2.  More women entrepreneurs are now 

doing business online, primarily in social media 

3.  Reaching the last mile

4.  Inclusive

5.  Cost effective 

6.  Scalable 

7.  Convenient for training facilitation



WIFI is More Than a Training Program

▪ BIID offer Business Development Services (BDS) to the women entrepreneurs 

under WIFI program

▪ Maintain a network at social media platform to share and connect

▪ Organize special sessions on thematic topics like access to finance, business  

planning, marketing, Certification (QC & Standards) etc.

▪ All WIFI participants are automatically enrolled for B-Lab (BIID Innovation Lab)  

to offer virtual incubation service

▪ WIFI participants get priority to avail other training programs offered by BIID



Adopting CWE in WIFI 2.0



WIFI/CWE  is 

Every Where

WIFI Version 1.0 (August 2020-May ‘22)
Covered: 64 District
Batches: 116 (Completed)
Participants: 3700+

CWE/ WIFI V2.0 (Sept. ‘22 – April ‘24)
Covered: 32 District
Batches: 48
Participants: 1500+

Since 2017 to January 2024: 5000+



Why CWE has been Important?

Bangladesh has a mandate to build SMART Bangladesh 

by 2030

Social media opened up new opportunity for Women 

entrepreneurs 

Skill gaps hindering the growth of business

To make Women entrepreneurs more Competitive



CWE: Creating Positive Impact
Enhancing Digital Skills of Women Entrepreneurs to Become More Competitive
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Inclusive Participation from Remote Locations



"আমার উদ্যাদে WIFI ট্রেন িং এর ভূনমকা অপনরসীম। ট্রে
ন িং করার কারদে নিজদ স পনরচাল া, মাদকে টিং, পযাদকজ
নংংিং ন দ়ে ধারো ট্রপদ়েনি। আনম Wifi ট্রেন িং করদে ট্রপদর 
খুিই আ নিে। এখাদ  অিংশগ্রহেকারীদ্র কথা িলার সু
ট্রোে থাদক ট্রেটা ট্রেদকা  ট্রেন িং ট্র়ে খুি গুরুত্বপেূে। নি লযা
ি ট্রথদক আশা কনর উদ্যাক্তাদ্র নিনভন্ন ট্রেন িং আদ়োজ  
করদি ।

Aysha Janan

Sprinkle sweetness, WIFI Batch-99

“WIFI ট্রেন িং আমার করা প্রথম ট্রেন িং নিদলা।আনম জা োম 
 া অ লাইদ  নিজদ দসর জ য ট্রেড লাইদসন্স কেটা গুরুত্বপেূে 
ো আনম এই ট্রেন িং ট্রথদক ট্রজদ নি।আনম ঋে ন দে হদল নক নক 
প্রদ়োজ  োও জা োম  া।ো আনম এই ট্রেন িং ট্রথদক ট্রজদ নি
। 

কেয়া রানী কেব নাথ 
অর্ধমাত্রা-Ordhomatra, WIFI Batch-84
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CWE/WIFI Participants in Social Media



Screenshots of Online Sessions of CWE / WIFI
Online version of the 

Training ensured participati

on of entrepreneurs from 

remote locations …. 

Executive Director, BCC 

(Below) 



Certificate Issued by BCC



Posters – Immediate Results



Summary

Bangladesh addressed the Challenges with a positive approach 

of partnership, collaboration and empathy 

We adopted the Learning in our regular training programs

Sustaining the CWE impact through continuous support and    

mentoring the women entrepreneurs

Let’s pursue the holistic approach of supporting the 

entrepreneurial eco-system (Demand, Supply and Policy)  



Thank You
shahid.Akbar@biid.org.bd
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